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COURSE: MULTIDISCIPLINARY (MDC-I)                   TOTAL CREDITS: THEORY-03 

PAPER NAME: GENDER STUDIES                                  TEACHING HOURS: THEORY-45 

 

EVALUATION 
 (Only the End Semester University Examination will be conducted) 

Full Marks 75 Marks 

Duration of Exam 3 Hours 

Pass Marks 30 Marks 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

1. To introduce key concepts of gender, including sex, third gender, and patriarchy as a social construct. 

2. To explore gender perspectives in Indian history, philosophy, and law. 

3. To understand gender roles and challenges faced by tribal women, especially in the Santal Pargana 

COURSE OUTCOMES:  

After completing the course, students will be able to: 

1. Define and explain basic gender concepts and critically analyze gender inequalities. 

2. Demonstrate understanding of gender issues in historical, constitutional, and contemporary contexts 

in India. 

3. Discuss gender-specific experiences of tribal women with focus on education, health, and livelihood 

COURSE CONTENTS: 

 UNIT-I: Concepts and Definitions: 

 What is Gender? Understanding Sex, Gender, and Third Gender 

 Gender as Social Construct: Biological determinism vs Social constructionism 

 Patriarchy: Meaning, historical roots, and social expressions 

UNIT-II: Historical, Philosophical, and Legal Perspectives on Gender in India: 

 Status of Women in India: Ancient, Medieval, and Colonial Period 

 Women’s Education: Gargi, Maitreyi, and the role of women in philosophical debates 

 Women’s Movement in India - Part I: Pre-independence and early 20th century, Part II: Post-

independence to present 

 Constitutional Provisions and Women 

 Contemporary Issues: (a) Role of Women in Environmental Movements – Chipko Movement 

and Appiko Movement (b) Role of social media in women’s activism  
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UNIT-III: Tribal Women with Special Reference to Santal Parganas: 

 Tribal Socio-Economic Organization and Role of Tribal Women 

 Tribal Women and Customary Laws 

 Status of Tribal Women: Education, Health, Employment   

 Contemporary Challenges to Tribal Society and Women: Livelihood, Migration, Environment 

SUGGESTED READINGS: 

    English: 
1. Kamla Bhasin, Understanding Gender, Kali for Women, 2004.  

2. Uma Chakravarti, Gendering Caste: Through a Feminist Lens, Sage, 2003.  

3. Walter Fernandes (Ed.), Scheduled Tribes, Women and Social Change, Indian Social Institute, 

2008.  

4. Vandana Shiva, Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and Development, Zubaan, 2016. 

5. Indu Agnihotri & Vina Mazumdar, Changing Terms of Political Discourse: Women’s Movement 

in India, Tulika Books, 1995. 

Ǒहदंȣ: 

1. कमला भसीन, िलंग समानता कì समझ, राजकमल ÿकाशन, 2015.  

2. डॉ. बी. पी. केसरी, झारखंड कì नारी: सामािजक और साÖंकृितक पåरÿेàय, नीलकमल ÿकाशन, राचंी। 

3. डॉ. उिमªला एĈा, सथंाल समाज म¤ नारी कì भिूमका, झारखंड मिहला अÅययन क¤ þ, दमुका। 

4. िनवेिदता मनेन, फेिमिनÖट ŀिĶ स ेदेखना, हसं ÿकाशन (अनुवािदत सÖंकरण)। 

5. उमा चøवतê, जाित और िलंग: एक ľीवादी ŀिĶकोण, वाणी ÿकाशन (अनुवािदत)। 

6. वदंना िशवा, िजंदा रहना ह:ै ľी, पयाªवरण और िवकास, भारतीय ²ानपीठ। 

7. मीना कंडासामी, औरतŌ का ÿितरोध (चयिनत किवताएँ और िनबंध), सािहÂय ÿकाशन। 

6. मध ुिकĵर, ľी: सोच और सघंषª, मिणÿभा ÿकाशन। 
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